
 

 
It’s Volunteers’ Week 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

County Commissioner’s Report 
I hope you are all keeping well and staying safe during the continued unprecedented times. We have all been 

affected in some way with the pandemic, and my thoughts and prayers are with our members and their families, 

who have lost loved ones. Life for some has become more testing as time goes on, especially those of us who are 

shielding, but one thing that is clear is that the guiding spirit is well and truly alive. I have been forwarded some 

lovely feedback from parents who have sent leaders notes and emails explaining how guiding, be it a weekly text, a 

work pack, a Facebook UMA or a zoom meeting has helped to keep girls engaged and focused on what has been a 

very difficult time for families. Nationally, 50% of units are meeting digitally, however, including some of our own 

Trefoil Guilds. We all have different talents, and one way or another we are all doing our best to deal with the 

situation. For those leaders who are not able to carry on with Guiding at the moment, that is absolutely fine, the 

Adventures at Home that HQ are issuing is there to keep members involved, and please do not compare yourself 

with those who zoom. Looking after yourself and your family is priority at the moment! 

I have received numerous queries regarding when Guiding will be back to normal, and the answer is that I know as 

much as you at the moment. In the beginning, Guiding were initially looking at events on a rolling month basis, and 

recently the region trustees had to make tough decisions which included cancelling or postponing some events. 

Wellies & Wristbands, Flamingo Fling, and World of Opportunities have all been cancelled for late summer and the 

autumn. Eurojam and Cambodia have been rescheduled for 2021. Postcards from Amsterdam and Poachers have 

both been moved from 2021 to 2022.  
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Within county, the Race For Life and Cleveland Show have been cancelled and we have moved our county fun day to 

summer 2021, and we are looking to hold our annual review and county training day in the autumn, dependent on 

whether adult groups can meet face to face by then. All we can do is hope!  

Guiding is following the national government guidance and then risk assessing the situation for ourselves. It may be 

different regions of the country return sooner than others, and then within counties maybe a format of how 

activities will resume, we will just have to wait and see! 

A big THANK YOU for all you continue to do. We are still publishing our column in the Evening Gazette and we are 

still receiving one or two potential volunteers. We have signed up for Volunteer Fairs in the autumn in the hope 

these can go ahead, and with the ease of lockdown measures, volunteers have been able to check up on Danby and 

Egton. Our local depots are now able to order from trading so there is still a lot going on behind the scenes, as well 

as compiling data of those volunteers who still need to complete Safe Space. L1 & L2 can be done online so it is not 

likely to extend the deadline which is 31st December. L3 & L4 are being look at by HQ as to how we can do these 

before December too. 

Take care and stay safe 

Val 

Save the Dates! 

We have secured stands at four College Freshers Fairs in the first week of September. These are a great 

opportunity to gain younger volunteers and to promote Girlguiding in our county. Of course, we do not know as 

yet whether the events will go ahead, but we want to know we have volunteers to man the stands if they do. 

The events are: 

Tuesday 1st September Redcar and Cleveland College 

Wednesday 2nd September Stockton Riverside College 

Thursday 3rd September NETA Portrack Lane, Stockton 

Friday 4th September Bede Sixth Form College, Billingham  

Ideally it would be good to have members from the relevant divisions manning the stands as they will be in a 

better position to talk about guiding in their area and its needs, but this is not essential. If you think you may be 

able to help, it would be useful if you could give me an indication now,  but of course I will send out an update 

once we know whether the events are confirmed. Thank you. 

Christine Brooks cbrooksowl@gmail.com      Chair of Marketing and Communications  

 

 

 

Awards 

Who do you think deserves an award in Cleveland? 

Have you got a person in mind? 

Please tell your commissioner, or email the county office if it is your commissioner! 

The links below will help you see the awards available and the criteria for each award. 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/managing-your-team/awards-and-

recognition 

https://girlguidingnortheast.org.uk/thanks-and-recognition 
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https://www.facebook.com/GirlguidingCleveland 

Please like our page and encourage parents to do the same. We need 

local items to go on this page to show what Girlguiding Cleveland has 

been doing. This page is open to anyone to view, so please be mindful as 

to what photos you send to it. If you wish you can email your write up to 

me and I will put it onto the page: karen.lee7@sky.com. 

 

  

Training 

Unfortunately, all face to face trainings are suspended. However, this does not stop us from completing online 

training. Choose a night you would normally have been meeting, log onto GO and complete level 1 and 2 of your 

safe space training. If you cannot access GO please follow the link below. Remember to add your GO number at 

the end. 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/a-

safe-space-level-1--an-introduction/ 

For leaders who have little access to the internet can you please contact your commissioner so we can arrange 

an alternative way for you to complete your training.  

Are you the unit’s main contact? Can I ask that you check on GO that all adults registered to your unit have 

completed the correct level of safe space for their role. Check the link below for guidance on what level of safe 

space is required. 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/ 

All leaders, assistant leaders, and leaders in training need level 1 and 2. 

Anyone with a regular volunteering role (e.g. unit helpers) or a residential role (e.g. residential occasional 

helpers) needs level 1 and 2. This includes all young leaders! Less regular volunteers need level 1. 

In addition, one leader, assistant leader, or leader in training per unit will need level 3.  We know we can’t run 

these trainings at the moment, but now is the time to think about how many people are going to need Level 3 

training later in the year, and to remind unit teams to think about who will do it.  

Some leaders are starting to receive communications from Girlguiding to say their safe space needs to be 

renewed. This unfortunately means doing the online training again, your commissioner will also receive this 

expiry notification at the same time and you will be given 6 month’s notice that it is due to expire. 

Let’s see if we can achieve 100% compliance in levels 1 and 2 by the end of July. 

First Aid training – please do not worry if your first aid has now expired. As soon as it is safe to arrange trainings 

you will be asked to book onto the first suitable training. 

Karen Lee 

karen.lee7@sky.com 
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Application forms can be downloaded from our website 
www.girlguiding-cleveland.co.uk 

Please note it is usual to wear guide wear when attending a training event 

 
 

 

 

Safe Space Training 

To complete the online Safe Space, Level 1 and Level 2 please use the following links, and remember to fill in the 

questionnaire at the end and add in your membership number to add the record to your GO profile. 

Level 1 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/a-safe-

space-level-1--an-introduction/ 

Level 2 

https://training.girlguiding.org.uk/a-safe-space-module-2/#/menu/5c1b888888f2971c5fe4d881 
 

 

 

Save the Date 

Friday 18th September County Annual Review Evening  

Saturday 28th November County Training Day  

19th – 21st November 2021 Waddow Training Weekend  

 

Training & 

Events 
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