
 

 

County Commissioner’s Report 
 

Here we are in another term of guiding, and it was marvellous to hear the news that Denise Williams from 

Hartlepool Division has received the British Empire Medal in the Queen's Birthday Honours List. There were seven 

awardees nationally for services to Girlguiding and Denise is the only member of the North East region. Having been 

mentored by Denise in my early days of guiding as a young adult, I know first-hand how worthy Denise is of this 

award, and on behalf of Cleveland County, I send my very best wishes to Denise and her family. It is such an 

achievement, and even more special in a year which has been dominated by the pandemic. 

It was lovely to “see” some new faces at the AGM on 18th September, and congratulations to all our amazing leaders 

who earned awards, and our younger members who gained BP and DofE awards, it really does put into perspective 

the dedication of our leaders to empower and encourage our younger members. Thank you.  

We are still juggling unprecedented times, but rest assured Guiding is being classed as an essential youth service, so 

where units can meet, we can get back to doing what we love. Guiding is offering blended guiding, which is a mixture 

of virtual, outdoor and indoor guiding. I know some of our units have returned to indoor, others cannot yet, due to 

meeting places not being available or having larger units which exceed the recommended bubbles and space 

available. It really is a time for thinking outside of the box! 

Thankfully county is solvent enough to cover the cost of our county properties and we were able to return full 

refunds to those units who needed to cancel holidays within our own county. Other units have not been so 

financially lucky with external and international holidays being cancelled – and this is why we asked for a unit 

financial status in order to see how many units may be suffering financially from the effects of Covid. Thank you to 

all of those who brought issues to our attention and this is something the county team are working through.  

Because there isn’t much going on physically at the moment, I wanted to use this edition of Gmail to share with you 

some of the statistics of county that only appear at Subscription time – but we need to remember that throughout 

the last six months of lockdown we have done a fantastic job of staying positive with our weekly candles and staying 

in touch with our members, and we need to remember that Cleveland will come out of the pandemic stronger than 

ever.  

 

 



We need to take a sensible and realistic approach to sustain our county going forward and we have already made 

the tough decision to close some units which were not sustainable and re-accommodated those members and we 

will be working through our mapping analysis over the next few months whilst we are slowly returning to guiding in 

the best way we all can. 

Despite GO misbehaving over the last few weeks, we still have a very sound membership in both our volunteers and 

our young members as the graphs below show: 

 

 

 

Breaking that down further we can see where the age range is for our young members, and not surprisingly it is 

brownies making up half of our membership. 

 

 

 

The summer break has given leaders time to enrol on virtual trainings and get themselves up to date. Thanks go to 

Fran, our only county trainer, who has taken on additional training to be able to deliver trainings virtually. I have 

been a part of these trainings both at county and region level and they are fun, interactive, and the time behind the 

screen flies by, and it’s good to “see” each other. It is never too soon to complete your compliance training and be 

confident that you can deal with an unexpected situation. By 31st December, membership will be withdrawn for 

those leaders and units not compliant with Safeguarding – we are contacting every unit leader with a non-

compliance in accounts and first aid too. Please shout up in confidence if we can help in any way, and remember 

trainers deserve a Christmas break too, so trainings will stop in early December! 

Regarding Safe Space, as volunteers, we make a promise and in doing so we promise to be true to ourselves, and our 

own compliance is part of that promise. I have so far issued 366 Safe Space Badges along with Thank You letters to 

our volunteers and if you have received your letter – thank you again! But there is still another 306 to go – please 

keep my Sundays busy – or should that be busier! 



Our current compliance statistics are: 

 

 

And since our compliance training is now 3 years in, we have leaders needing to renew their Safeguarding training 

too: (details are in Karen’s report) 

 

 

 

Cleveland can and will get through this. We are blessed with amazing volunteers and I have seen this by the number 

of roles you all have as I am sending out the safe space badges.  

Ask any one of us and we would say we do it for the girls, but let’s not forget to look after each other too. Recent 

times have affected everyone in some way. We have all learnt something new this year, the AGM on Zoom for a 

start, and whether it was having patience in lockdown or discovering virtual guiding, you have all done an amazing 

job, keeping in touch and keeping the Guiding light alive! 

Thank you 

Val 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Training 

Thank you to all those who have completed safe space training. We are still not at 100% so please check with all 

adults registered on GO for your unit, maybe some don't realise they need to complete it. There are no face to 

face trainings, as yet, for safe space but Fran has said she can complete training over Zoom if anyone would 

rather do it this way than complete the E-Learning. 

First aid training - we have just completed 3 successful online trainings and are awaiting a skills check to finalise 

this training. The date of the skills check is to be confirmed, but can also include leaders who have completed an 

online training outside of Cleveland. NYNE have offered spaces on their online training on Monday 19th October 

9.30-11.30am. Please email admin@girlguidingnyne.org.uk to reserve a place. Please check your GO record to 

see if you are due or overdue renewing your first aid.  

Future first aid training is changing and more details will be out in the November updates from HQ. 

Karen Lee 

Training and Events Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

Trefoil 

Here we are 6 months on from the start of lockdown and we are still not out of the woods by any means! A lot 

of the activities that were cancelled in March/ April and rearranged for October/November are now being 

cancelled with no idea of when we can go ahead and meet again. 

As far as I know Guilds are keeping in touch with each other by phone, letter and email and I am trying to send 

ideas and quizzes out to Guild Chairs to pass on to their members. 

It is good to hear of some celebrations and we pass on our congratulations to Margaret Yardley of Billingham 

Guild and Doreen Sell of Tees West Guild who have celebrated their 90th birthdays during lockdown. 

We have to stay positive and look forward to the days we can meet again and be thankful to all those members 

of Girlguiding Cleveland who have worked throughout the past 6 months keeping us safe and cared for. 

Sue Thompson 

Cleveland County Trefoil Guild Chair 

 

 

 

Egton 

Although Egton is Covid-19 safe and can be used for holidays, there are still restrictions on numbers and we have 

agreed that the house or cottage can only be used for up to 6 members of one family bubble at the time being. 

It's such a shame as the scenery at this time of year is breathtaking with all the autumn colours but we must 

stick to government guidelines. Let’s all hope that next year we will be back to normality and able to take the 

girls away again. 

We will be having our tidy up the garden day at Egton on 7th November. Anyone who would like to join in is most 

welcome, although under the present restrictions we need to keep the numbers down to 6.  Please let me or 

Tricia know if you intend to come so we can sort timings. 

Judith Hathaway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@girlguidingnyne.org.uk


Application forms can be downloaded from our website 
www.girlguiding-cleveland.co.uk 

Please note it is usual to wear guide wear when attending a training event 

 

 
 

1st Response Training 

Part 2 training 
 

Date to be confirmed 

1st Response Refresher - £10 
Online part 1 training must be 

completed first – both parts required 
for a valid qualification 

 

 

 

 

Safe Space Training 

To complete the online Safe Space Level 1 and Level 2 please use the following links, and remember to fill in the 

questionnaire at the end and add in your membership number to add the record to your GO profile. 

Level 1 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/a-safe-

space-level-1--an-introduction/ 

Level 2 

https://training.girlguiding.org.uk/a-safe-space-module-2/#/menu/5c1b888888f2971c5fe4d881 

Level 3 – Region online trainings 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-safe-space-level-3-tickets-

117532198971?fbclid=IwAR3TdxzCCoDqgoK06pkEFY4uXDcva65-Ow7giCl7hNdPX-OV2Nw8NFpfy4c 

 

FAILURE TO COMPLETE SAFE SPACE BY 31ST DECEMBER WILL RESULT IN A 3 YEAR DISMISSAL FROM RETURNING TO 

GUIDING 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

19th – 21st November 2021 Waddow Training Weekend  

 

https://www.facebook.com/GirlguidingCleveland 

Please like our page and encourage parents to do the same. We need 

local items to go on this page to show what Girlguiding Cleveland has 

been doing. This page is open to anyone to view, so please be mindful as 

to what photos you send to it. If you wish you can email your write up to 

me and I will put it onto the page: karen.lee7@sky.com. 
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